
TRAVELING EXHIBITION PROPOSAL
The Women’s Postcard Project: “What would you tell your younger self?”
Conceived and photographed by Joan Lobis Brown

ABOUT THE EXHIBITION
Next year, 2020, marks the 100th  
anniversary of the passage of the 19th 
Amendment, which granted women 
the right to vote. This exhibition aims 
to honor the amendment’s ratification 
and to share the voices of individual 
women via their own handwritten 
statements in the hope that their  
collective wisdom will inspire others.

Women ages 18 and older were  
invited to participate. Specifically, 
each woman was asked to write, draw 
or collage on the blank part of a post-
card something she wished she could 
tell her younger self.  To protect their 
identity, participants were asked to 
provide only their initials and their 
age. However, some women chose to 
use their full names. I have included the postcards as written. To date, the postcards 
number about 1,000, with more arriving daily. An analysis of trends is ongoing.

EVOLUTION OF THE CONCEPT
Initially, the postcards from The Women’s Postcard Project: “What would you tell your younger self?” were intended 
to be part of my portraiture series “Women of an UNcertain Age: Indomitable Baby Boomers Challenging Cultural 
Norms,” which featured photographs of American baby boomer women of diverse ethnicities, religion, sexual identi-
ties, professions and socioeconomic backgrounds alongside text culled from interviews with the subjects.

I thought I would distribute the postcards at artist talks during my solo exhibitions and then make them into collages 
that would travel to the next iteration of the solo exhibition, adding to the wisdom from the women in Baby Boomer 
Women Project.

However, the nature of the responses I received made me realize that postcards were speaking to women in a very 
special way and needed to be expanded into The Women’s Postcard Project.

ABOUT THE POSTCARDS
The image on the postcard is by Joan Lobis Brown from the New York City Women’s March in January 2017.

Each postcard is an important element for the construction of the presentation.  There are six different shades of pink 
and 12 different iterations of the postcard (with the image appearing either on the left or right). The mosaic formed by 
collaging together the postcards—with their different colors, handwriting, drawings and ink—represents the diversity 
of the women collectively and the personality of each woman individually. When seen from a distance, the walls will 
represent women’s strength, wisdom and beauty.
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EXAMPLES OF POSTCARDS



EXHIBITION PRESENTATION
The exhibition will be site specific and will consist of either images or panels approximately 2 feet wide (six postcards 
high) that will cover the walls of the exhibition space. The images or panels will be placed at eye level so that the viewer 
can read the postcards while roaming the gallery space.

The images will be made by photographing collages of the original postcards; alternatively, these same images will 
be presented as panels printed on photographic vinyl.

Additionally, a video screen will depict the components digitally. Some of the original postcards can be displayed 
beneath glass or framed.

DIGITAL COMPONENT
A selection of postcards representing women of different ages (teens through 90s) as well as a selection of original 
drawings and collages from the postcards submitted will be projected on a screen for viewers to read.

Another component of the projection, which is currently in development, will be the computerized version of a woman 
morphing from a teenager to a 90-year-old woman, who will recite some of the messages written on the postcards.

VIEWER PARTICIPATION
WOMEN AGE 18 AND OLDER
Each woman age 18 and older who attends the exhibition will be invited to complete a postcard that will become part 
of the exhibition. At the end of each week, the postcards will be collected and made into new panels to be added to 
the exhibition periodically. This will encourage viewers to return to the exhibition to see their postcard become part 
of the mosaic.

MEN, WOMEN, GIRLS AND BOYS
To encourage participation from all other attendees, I suggest asking viewers a question relating to the original  
question posed—for example, “What would your future, older self tell the you today to do differently?”

Viewers will be invited to write their answers on large panels that will also be part of the exhibition.

By asking viewers to look both backward to their past, younger selves and forward to their future, older selves, the 
circle of reflection will be completed.

SUGGESTED PANEL DISCUSSIONS
When hosting the exhibition The Women’s Postcard Project: “What would you tell your younger self?,” each venue will 
have a unique opportunity to engage audiences of all ages and genders in relevant and timely public discussions 
about how women’s roles in society have changed since the ratification of the 19th Amendment and about the  
challenges women continue to face today.

Below are some talking points that can be introduced by the artist and women from the community who have  
completed postcards featured in this project. These can be discussed in informal settings, larger public forums or 
workshops. The dialogues will be tailored to community and special-interest groups.

Discussion points may include:
• The present American political climate and its impact on women;
• Local women and their accomplishments;
• The unique perspective of the artist and other participants to provide in-depth

insights and invaluable life lessons.
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RELATED PROGRAMMING
As a complement to the Women’s Postcard Project exhibition, screening select films addressing the voices of women 
and their struggles over the past 100 years will provide both an educational and associative component.

Nonfiction films about women securing the right to vote include Women’s Rights (1899), Mass Meeting of Suffragettes 
(1910), Milling the Militants (1913), To Be a Woman (1951), Mary Poppins (1964), Iron Jawed Angels (2004) and  
Suffragette (2015).

Fictional movies in which fearless sheroes inspire us include The Color Purple (1985), Working Girl (1988), Tomb Raider 
(1996), The Hunger Games (2012), Star Wars: The Last Jedi (2017) and Wonder Woman (2017), to name but a few.

Some examples of films about real-life sheroes include A Woman Called Moses (TV, 1978), Norma Rae (1979),  
Anne Frank Remembered (1995), Gorillas in the Mist (1988), Erin Brockovich (2000), The Blind Side (2009) and Hidden 
Figures (2017).

ABOUT THE ARTIST
Joan Lobis Brown is a photographer whose portrait projects highlight 
members of our society who have been subjected to intense stigma. Over 
the past decade, she has engaged her subjects to create collaborative 
portraits, shooting the images both in public and private settings and 
sharing each project with diverse public audiences.

Brown’s socially concerned projects have been extensively exhibited in 
the United States, Europe, Africa, the Middle East and Australia. Among 
the highlights are her  past and upcoming solo exhibitions of her Baby 
Boomer Women project and solo exhibitions of her Phantasmagorical 
project (scheduled for 2019 and 2020), her portraits of people combat-
ing HIV/AIDS stigma, which were exhibited in Cape Town, South Africa, 
at the IX International AIDS Conference and her portraits of mothers and 
children living with HIV/AIDS, which were displayed in Vienna, Austria, in 
an exhibition that included a three-story-high photograph displayed on a 
building’s facade.

Brown was born in Philadelphia and lives in New York City.

BOOKING THIS EXHIBITION
To discuss bringing The Women’s Postcard Project: “What would you tell 
your younger self?” to your community or institution, please contact  
Joan Lobis Brown directly.
Email: joan@thewomenspostcardproject.com
Website: www.womenspostcardproject.com
Phone: 917-774-3922

Photographer Brown giving an artist talk.
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