
“Women of an UNcertain Age” is a photographic series with accompanying text from interviews 
that focuses on the Indomitable American Baby Boomer Woman — those born between 1945 and 
1964. Baby Boomer Women were the first generation to expect that they could “have it all” — 
equality, family, careers, fitness, health and wealth; there were no limitations. Now, as these women 
enter their mid-50s, 60s and 70s, they face a unique set of challenges: growing older in a 
youth-oriented society while continuing to enjoy meaningful and evolved lives. 

Joan Lobis Brown’s images and interviews dismantle stereotypes and celebrate the indomitable 
baby boomer spirit. Brown, herself a baby boomer, is based in New York City. She is an accomplished 
portrait photographer whose work over more than the past decade has highlighted segments of our 
society that have been subjected to intense stigma. In “Women of an UNcertain Age,” begun in 
2015, she has turned her photographic eye on ordinary baby boomer women who have shattered 
stigma to become extraordinary women launching new careers, achieving physical goals, over-
coming challenges and making society a better place for all of us.

During this 3-year project Ms. Brown conducted extensive research and networking to identify 
women who were born during this period who are leading inspiring lives. Brown looked for women 
living in the United States who are strong, resilient, tenacious, courageous and unstoppable. 

The women including in this project are diverse in their ethnicity, religion, sexual identity and 
socioeconomic background. Their stories cover a wide variety of accomplishments. They are 
athletes, scholars, activists, businesswomen, artists, immigrants and survivors. Many of the 
women did not believe they warranted extraor  dinary status but did believe in the importance of the project and its goals of inspiring other people. 
Brown chose to photograph most women in their homes in order to add a level of comfort for the women; this also allows the environment to 
contribute to the viewers’ understanding of each woman. These amazing women are a testament to the character, courage, vitality and spunk of 
American baby boomer women.  
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Works: Up to 40 Color Archival Pigment Prints, printed on Canson 
Infinity Platine Fibre Rag Paper, are available in three sizes to provide 
host venues with flexibility of scale.  

 Framed, 11” w x 14” h
  Framed, 15” w x 20” h
  Framed, 20” w x 30” h 

* There is also an option to present the exhibition prints unframed.

Accompanying Text, delivered digitally: 
• Captions for each image.
• Master Text for laminated binder with excerpts from interviews 

for each photograph to be used as a guide for the exhibition and 
for use as expanded captions. Artist Project Statement 

 
Availability: Bookings are being taken for exhibitions beginning 
March 2018 continuing through 2022.

ABOUT THE EXHIBITION

SUGGESTED EDUCATIONAL PROGRAMMING

As a host venue for the exhibition, you will have a unique opportunity to engage 
audiences of all ages, in various public formats, about the roles of older woman in 
American society and the challenges they face. 

Discussion points can include:
• Negative and positive descriptions of older women as invisible and “of a certain 

age” — even as crones or witches; also mentors for younger generations and each 
other, life-long learners, activists and philanthropists.  

• Women as targets of sexism and ageism;
• The present political climate in which women of all ages have formed a resistance 

to preserve their hard-fought-for inalienable rights and the fundamental freedoms 
that many women see as being systematically chipped away; and 

• How these Baby Boomer Women are challenging cultural norms.
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Among the types of presentations to consider are:

Gallery Talks: The artist is available to give talks in both organized groups and informal settings. 
Lectures and Panel Discussions: Women’s Studies, American Studies and other regional academic programs and community groups alike will 
benefit from learning about the experiences and accomplishments of the participants in this project. 

Panel discussions including:
• The perspective of the artist and other participants will provide in-depth insights and invaluable life lessons for people of all ages. 
• Highlighting local Baby Boomers and their accomplishments (throughout the run of exhibition).

Photography Workshops: These can be tailored to the host venue and its community. 

Examples of Workshop topics include “Portraiture as an Act of Political Statement and Defiance“ and “Producing a Long-Term Personal Project.” 
In “Portraiture as an Act of Political Statement and Defiance,” workshop topics could include:

• Expressing the photographer’s point of view — addressing social, cultural and emotional issues when photographing
• Communication between photographer and participant

In “Producing a Long-Term Personal Project,” Brown will work with local photographers to strategize their projects and she will share her 
experiences: 

• Identifying the concept and researching the idea; 
• Sustaining a long-term project from an organizational viewpoint 
• Using imagery to create a photographic language.
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SUGGESTED EDUCATIONAL PROGRAMMING continued
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Joan Lobis Brown is a photographer whose portrait projects highlight segments of our 
society that have been subjected to intense stigma. Over the past decade, she has 
engaged her subjects to create collaborative portraits, shooting the images both in 
public and private settings. 

Brown’s other photographic projects also center on societal concerns such as drawing 
attention to global warming and creating alternative universes as an antidote to 
today’s stressful, topsy-turvy world.

During her photographic career, Brown took a twelve-year hiatus to study and practice 
law. She returned to photography with a renewed commitment and dedication to use 
her art to bring awareness and to bear witness. 

Brown’s socially-concerned projects have been extensively exhibited in the United 
States, Europe, Africa, the Middle East and Australia. 

Joan Lobis Brown was born in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, and lives in New York City.

HOW TO SCHEDULE

To bring “Women of an UNcertain Age” to your community or institution or to plan for 
an exhibition of her other work, please contact Joan Lobis Brown directly.

Email: joan@joanlobisbrown.com

Website: www.joanlobisbrown.com

Phone: 917-774-3922

ABOUT THE ARTIST
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